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About the Guideline

- The panel consisted of 56 participants
representing regulatory bodies, professional
organizations, frontline providers, and
product vendors, attending a two-day summit
in September of 2014,

« The objectives of the summit were to:

« Identify the most common risks associated
with IV push administration of
medications.

+ Establish safe and simple standards for
adult IV push administration of
medications.

+ Concisely communicate safe practices
associated with IV push administration of
medications.

- Establish minimum competency guidelines
across disciplines to ensure safety.




Current Practice Considerations

- Safe and consistent intravenous (IV) therapy
practices are essential skills in modern
nursing, as >90% of hospitalized patient
receive some form of IV therapy.

+ The risk for patient death or injury due to IV
medication errors is well established in the
literature. Current Practice

Considerations

Safe IV injection practices are not solely a (cont'd.)
nursing issue, but nurses remain the major
stakeholder due to their role at the point of
administration,

According to a 2010 ISMP survey,
pharmacists and nurses alike report a sharp
increase in the amount of medication
preparation and manipulation required by
nurses on the clinical unit.




Current Practice
Considerations (cont'd.)

+ The most error-prone practices reported
in the 2012 and 2014 ISMP surveys were
related to misuse of Carpuject™
cartridges, and dilution /reconstitution of
IV injectable medications.

Learned workplace practices for IV push
medications without a basis in sound,
scientific evidence, lead to unsafe
injection practices and normalization of
deviance. It is the responsibility of all
frontline providers to understand
established safety practices and adhere
to established standards.

This guideline includes meaningful
discussions with each safe practice
guideline point, and it is strongly
encouraged that all nurses be familiar
this guideline and examine their own
practices for compliance with established
standards.
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Access the full practice guideline @

http:/ /www.ismp.org/Tools/
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